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FROM THE TOP OF THE HILL 


Let me start by wishing you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a great 2019. 


A big thanks to all the officers who decided to stay 
on for another year. Your dedication really keeps 
this club going. 


Looking back on this year, | conclude that it was a 
good one for the club. Thanks to all who helped, we 
had a very successful Hamfest. Our Field Day was 
another great club activity. Even though we don’t 
pullin the top scores, we eat well (thanks to 
Darrel), exercise our equipment, gain operating 
practice and give new members a taste of getting on 
the air. 


Worth noting is the willingness of our members to 
help others in the club. Whether it’s helping with 
antennas, electrical problems or anything 

else pertaining to the hobby, someone is always 
there to help. It is a privilege to be part if this group. 


Don’t forget the club Xmas party on the 19th at 
Mary’s Pizza in Boyes Springs, starting at 6:00pm. 


Hope 2019 brings the best to you. 
73, Jim, KK UUW 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, December 19, 2018, 6pm 
Mary’s in Boyes Springs, 


December 2018 


VOMARC Meeting Minutes 
November 21, 2018 


Meeting called to order at 7:30pm. 


Present: Carl, N6TVN, ED, W1EJ, EILEEN, 
KG6QNT, JIM, KEUUW, ROBERT, KA5WSS, 
WENDY, KJ6ZMV, SCOTT, KJ6QIQ, MIKE, 
WB6TMH, DICK, KF6FZM, ALLEN, K6KLL, SAN, 
N7PIB, ALLEN, KM6QJC. 


President announcements 


Ed Fong will present at one of our meetings next 
year. He has four topics to that can be selected. 
Ed is usually of the speaker list at Pacificon. 


VICE PRESIDENT 


The website is up to date as well as the club info 
on QRZ.com. 


Any member with ideas for upcoming club 
programs, should contact Robert. 


TREASURER 


The balance is $3,459.34. So far, $535.27 over 
expenditures. Hamfest netted $1063. 


OLD BUSINESS 


The Mystery Box has turned up missing. 
Remember the rules. Take an item, and put in 
an item. 


Please return for the next meeting. engineer, astrophysicist, and medical doctor; 

NEW BUSINESS space veteran Oleg Kononenko, RN3Dx, of 
Russia, and Anne McClain, of the US. 

Xmas party is on Dec. 19 at 6:00pm. Location is Investigators have blamed a faulty sensor, said 

Mary’s Pizza in Boyes Springs. to have been damaged during assembly in 

Discussion of upcoming antenna work at San Kazakhstan. Crew commander Kononenko said 

and Alan QTH. his crew recognized the risks of spaceflight as 
part of their profession and expressed 

PROGRAM, confidence in the flight preparation. 

Using a multimeter. Teachers: Jim, KEUUW, (from ARRL Dec.6 2018 newsletter) 

Mike, WB6TMH, ED, W1EJ, Carl, N6TVN 


—Submitted by: Dave KD6FIL 


Fox-1Cliff/AO-95 Suffers Broadcasters Intruding on 
Apparent Receiver Failure Exclusive Amateur Radio 


The receiver on the newly launched Fox- 

1Cliff/AO-95 CubeSat seems to have suffered a The International Amateur Radio Union Region 1 
receiver failure that could render the satellite (IARU-R1) Monitoring System (IARUMS) reports 
unusable, AMSAT said over the weekend. Efforts that Radio Hargeisa in Somaliland has returned 
continue by AMSAT Engineering to establish the to 7,120 kHz after a break of several weeks, 
cause of the problem and determine if a fix is while Radio Eritrea has been reported on 7,140 
possible. AMSAT Vice President-Engineering and 7,180 kHz. Radio Sudan has been 

Jerry Buxton, NOJY, reported over the weekend transmitting on 7,205 kHz with excessive 


that the issue cropped up during efforts to splatter, IARUMS said. German 
commission Fox-1Cliff/AO-95. telecommunications authorities have filed 


official complaints. 


—Submitted by Jim KEBUUW 


Frequencies 


(from ARRL Dec. 13, newsletter) 


; ; IARUMS has also reported digital signals 
—Submitted by Jim K6BUUW 


attributed to the Israeli Navy on 7,107 and 7,150 


5 kHz. In addition, a Russian military F1B signal 
New Two-Ham ISS Crew Launched was observed in mid-November on 7,179 kHz. A 


to ISS is the First Since Aborted Russian over-the-horizon radar has returned to 


October Flight 20 meters on 14,335 - 14,348 kHz. It was 


monitored on November 22. 
Three astronauts -- including two radio amateurs 


-- have docked at the International Space Station 
(ISS) on the first crewed Soyuz vehicle launch 
since a dramatic failure in October. The 
astronauts, from the US, Canada, and Russia, left 
Kazakhstan at 1130 UTC on December 3, and the Germany filed a complaint. 

Russian space agency Roscomos confirmed their IARUMS has received reports of short "beeps" 
successful docking at the station. On board were exactly 1 second apart, as well as frequency 
David Saint-Jacques, KG5FYI, a Canadian hopping between 10,108 and 10,115 kHz and 


Earlier this fall, IARUMS reported digital signals 
from the Polish military daily on 7,001.8 kHz 
where Amateur Radio has a worldwide primary 
allocation. Telecommunications officials in 


18,834 and 18,899 kHz. The signals are believed 
to emanate from a site near Chicago associated 
with an FCC-licensed experimental operation 
involved with low-latency exchange trading on 
HF (see "Experiments Look to Leverage Low-Latency 
HF to Shave Microseconds off Trade Times"). 
Although Amateur Radio is secondary on 30 and 
17 meters, Experimental licenses may not 
interfere with Amateur Radio operations. 


(from ARRL Dec. 13,2018) 
—Submitted by Jim KEUUW 


At the November Meetin 


| MT 2 


Club members try out the new multimeters 
purchased by the club. Some members brought 
their own. Everyone taught and/or learned 
many of the tasks for which multimeters can be 
used in our Amateur Radio activities. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


QSL Turnaround Time 


Gone are the days of making a contact, filling out 
a QSL card and waiting months (or more!) for a 
reply via the outgoing and incoming QSL 
bureaus. 


| recently worked KG4AY in Guantanamo Bay, a 
DXCC entity | know | had worked before but did 
not have confirmed. | worked him via a remote 
controlled station on RemoteHamRadio.com 
since my home station is woefully under 
powered for much beyond FT8. When QSOs are 


logged on the RHR site the contact info can be 
automatically uploaded to the ARRL's Logbook of 
the World. Less than 30 minutes after that 
contact | logged into the LoTW website and 
there was a confirmation of the QSO! Fastest 
confirmation I've ever encountered. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Ampere Redefined 


An amp ain't what it used to be. In a sweeping 
overhaul of the methods used to determine the 
proper reference points for various weights and 
measures, the humble ampere has been 
changed. 


Don't throw away your multimeters just yet. It's 
not that the unit of measurement has 

changed. Rather, the scientific technique to 
accurately describe the mythical, ideal ampere 
by which all other amperes are compared has 
been modified. For Amateur purposes nothing 
has really changed. 


https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018- 
07424-8 


The ampere was named in honor of André-Marie Ampere, a 
French physicist and mathematician. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


ARRL Contest Certificates 


One the interesting features of the ARRL's new 
contest page is the ability to see what contest 
certificates you might be eligible for. There are 
links next to each allowing you to immediately 
download a PDF or JPG copy of the award. Don't 
think that you have to build a mega station with 
multiple rotatable towers to garner one of 
these. Check out this humble example: 


Note the score - 240. Not 240,000. Just 240. | 
achieved this with a 6M dipole strung up in my 
attic hunting and pouncing for a limited amount 
of time back in Texas. Not all contests draw as 
many entries as CQWW or Sweepstakes so you 
might be surprised how well you can do locally. 


To see whether or not you qualify, just navigate 
in your browser 

to http://contests.arrl.org/certificates.php, enter 
your callsign and press Go. Looks like our 
fearless leader Jim has a few he can fetch: 


Call KEUUW Go 


20 certificates 


| call Used | Category Score | Certificate Links | 
7: 


2014 10M K6UUW Single Operator, Mixed Mode, High Power 9,184 


2014 DX Phone K6UUW Single Operator, High Power 148,338 
2014 RTTY RU) K6UUW Single Operator, High Power 7,056 
2013 10M K6UUW Single Operator, Phone Only, High Power 460 


2013 Sep VHF WE6AIF Limited Multioperator 990 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


WSJT-X 2.0 Full Release Now 
Available; FT8 Enthusiasts Urged 
to Upgrade Now 


The WSJT-X 2.0 software suite has been 
released, and developer Joe Taylor, K1JT, is 
urging FT8 and MSK144 users to upgrade to 
what will become the new standard, because 
the FT8 and MSK144 protocols have been 
enhanced in a way that is not backward 
compatible with older versions of the program. 
That includes any version 1.9 releases. 


“The new protocols become the worldwide 
standards starting on December 10, 2018, and 
all users should upgrade to WSJT-X 2.0 by 
January 1, 2019,” Taylor said on the WSJT-X 
home page. “After that date, only the new FT8 
and MSK144 should be used on the air.” 


http://www.arrl.org/news/wsjt-x-2-0-full- 


release-now-available-ft8-enthusiasts-urged-to- 
upgrade-now 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
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A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon Amateur 
Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Jim Hill KE UUW — President 

Robert Barron KA5WSS — Vice President 
Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Treasurer 
Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 
Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill KE JUW — Elmer Coordinator 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR -— Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the City of Sonoma Police Department EOC 175 1°t St 
West. Meetings start at 19:30 local (7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on the 
146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station is off the 
air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of each month 
at Black Bear Restaurant, 201 W Napa St, #34 (Marketplace 
Shopping Center), Sonoma. The fun starts at 08:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


2018 ACS 2018 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments Net Control Assignments 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY JULY MOE KI6JNU 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG AUGUST CARL N6TVN 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE THE ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY AT MARY’S IN BOYES SPRINGS, 
DECEMBER 19, 2018, 6PM 


SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2018 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1: St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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